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A matter of the highest priority



AVIATION PHILATELY

Stamp Collection

The many commemorative stamps that were produced in 1994 were a tribute to the role
played by ICAQ in the safe and orderly development of civil aviation worldwide.
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N the occasion of the second International Civil Avia-
tion Day, 7 December 1995, the ICAO Journal has com- e ee—
piled a selection of postage stamps that were issued in
1994 by some of the ICAO Contracting States to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the organization. These special stamps,
many of which are reproduced on these pages, celebrate the
importance of aviation in the world community and are a trib-
ute to the role plaved by [CAQO in civil aviation’s safe and order-
Iy development,
All told, 39 countries produced a variety of philatelic items
comprising 89 stamps and souvenir sheets.
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Stamp themes

Ever since the first stamp related to ICAO was issued in
1946, aeroplanes and helicopters have often appeared on EGYPT (e - ;‘r
stamps honouring the organization, continuing to reflect the == S :
interest people have in vehicles that traverse the skies.

Many countries have associated ICAO's founding in 1944
with the ubiquitous Deuglas DC-3, the dominant type of com-
mercial aircrafl at that time. In view of its worldwide use carry-
ing passengers and mail, it is not surprising that the DC-3 has
been depicted on many stamps. Two examples (Cuba and Jor-
dan) [rom the 50th anniversary collection are displayed here. P o

Since the airport made its formal debut in the 1920s, it has al] S A
been a symbol of pride, reflecting industrial and economic P L ,fw,_
expansion ol a region or country. Although international stan-
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dards relating to airport facilities, safety and environmental pro- EGYPT

tection have been the central concerns of most countries, it is

certain that with the expected steady growth of air traffic in the P ﬂ_ X

coming decades, increasing émphasis will also be placed on air- L sl o = e .-n-nmmlum,..&__.,mﬂ e
e ]

port efficiency and profitability,. Among stamps of the H0th
anniversary collection, three shown here reflect the importance
of airports (Mauritius, Syrian Arab Republic and Uganda).
The fast-paced technological change that the world of civil
aviation is now undergoing, most notably with the implementa-
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tion of the largely satellite-based communications, navigation HK. OF JORDAN aladlalfiiis ] asslu]

HUNGARY

and surveillance and air traffic management (CNS/ATM) sys-
tems, was the theme of some of the stamps. A symbol of
global cooperation, the new technologies promise worldwide

continued on page 30

Mr. Pelsser is Chief of the Office Automation Section of the Bureau of
Administration and Services at ICAD Headquarters, Montreal. He is also an avid
collector of ICAO related philatelic material.
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Commemorative stamps

continwed from page 24

improvements in the efficiency of air traffic services, while at the
same time maintaining and improving the present level of air safety.
Omne stamp that addressed this timely theme was issued by Singa-
pore.

The design of several stamps released in honour of the 50th
anniversary recognized [CAO's international role in aviation ancd
acknowledged its contribution to the social and economic well-being
of peoples throughout the world. These stamps — examples shown
here include stamps from Canada, leeland, Kuwait, Nepal, the
Philippines, Switzerland and Tunisia — effectively reflect the orga-
nization's benefits to aviation and the growth of international coop-
eration.

The “Vuelo™ sculpture of Leonardo Nierman — a stylized bird
wing symbolic of absolute liberty, wind and poetry — was featured
on a stamp issued by Mexico. The work of art, a tribute to civil avi-
ation, was donated to ICAO by Mexico in 1992 and is currently on
display in the Air Navigation Commission Chamber at ICAO Head-
quarters.

One of the significant technological milestones celebrated by
aviation philately is the supersonic Concorde, the result of 13 years
of Anglo-French collaboration, The unique passenger aircraft was
introduced into service by British Airways and Air France simulta-
neously in January 1976, One 50th anniversary stamp that features
the historic aeroplane (in a stylized form) was issued by Sudan;
the same theme was the object of a souvenir sheet released by the
Maldives.

Another technological feat was the development of the helicopter,
and the importance of rotary-wing flight today is reflected in a stamp
issued by Maonaco.

An example of an agronautical chart appears on Hungary's com-
memarative stamp, which features a low-altitude en-route chart
together with an artist's depiction of a Douglas 12C-2,

A first-day cover issued by Vanuatu focused on the ICAQO flag and
a variety of aircraft in use in that country. The blue and white ICAO
flag, raised for the first time on 7 December 1994 — the first Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Day — is similar in size, colour and design to the
United Nations (lag. Other philately focused on the special emblem
ICAQ adopted for use during 1994: Egvypl incorporated the anniver-
sary logo on a stamp, and St, Vincent and the Grenadines featured it
on a first-day cover (of which one stamp is displayed here).

The first celebration in 1994 of International Civil Aviation Day
coincided with the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Chicago
Convention on 7 December 1944, In 1985 the theme for marking
International Civil Aviation Day was the aeroplane in our lives — the
focus, too, of many of the commemorative postage stamps. Among
those pictured here are stamps that were issued by Ghana, Lesotho,
Swaziland and Viet Nam.

Global cooperation

The early success of ICAQ served as a beacon for other interna-
tional organizations that followed. The 50th anniversary of the Unit-
ed Nations, celebrated in October 19485, was an opportunity Lo rec-
ognize the close cooperation between the UN and its family of spe-
cialized agencies, including ICAO. Argentina addressed this theme
when it released a souvenir sheet of four stamps forming a unified
design with the earth in the centre.

ICAO embodies the spirit of cooperation and dedication of 184
Contracting States to achieve the safe and orderly development of
civil aviation throughout the world. As with philately, the goal of
these States has been to break down borders and frontiers, leading
to better understanding between people of all nations. Cl
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